
8th Grade On-Level & Pre-AP 
Personal Narratives 

Summer Reading Suggestions 2019 
 

**These are listed as examples, but the student may choose any book that is a first person narrative, 
which is grade appropriate.  These will be utilized at the beginning of the year through a personal 
narrative unit. 
 

 

 A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Neilsen 
 
With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerta finds her family suddenly divided. She, her 
mother, and her brother Fritz live on the eastern side, controlled by the Soviets. Her father and 
middle brother, who had gone west in search of work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is 
dangerous to watch the wall, to think forbidden thoughts of freedom, yet she can't help herself. 
She sees the East German soldiers with their guns trained on their own citizens; she, her family, 
her neighbors and friends are prisoners in their own city. 
 

 
 Faceless by Alyssa Sheinmel 
Faceless is an emotionally gripping novel about a girl who gets a face transplant -- and has to 
rediscover her identity.  While on a run one day, Maise gets into a terrible accident. A hot-burning 
electrical fire consumes her, destroying her face. Where her nose, cheeks, and chin used to be, now 
there is . . . nothing.  She is lucky enough to qualify for a face transplant. But with someone else's 
features staring back at her in the mirror, Maise looks -- and feels -- like a stranger. The doctors 
promised that the transplant was her chance to live a normal life again, but nothing feels normal 
anymore. Before, she knew who she was -- a regular girl who ran track and got good grades, who 
loved her boyfriend and her best friend. Now, she can't even recognize herself. 



 
 

 

I am Malala by  Malala Yousafzai  
 
A MEMOIR BY THE YOUNGEST RECIPIENT OF THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE  
"I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was just after midday." 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai 
refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. 
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was 
shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to 
survive.  Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a 
remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she 
became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace 
Prize. I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for 
girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter 
to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society 
that prizes sons.  I AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire 
change in the world. 
 

 
 

I Funny: A middle school story  
 by James Patterson and  Chris Grabenstein 
Jamie Grimm is a middle schooler on a mission: he wants to become the world's greatest standup 
comedian--even if he doesn't have a lot to laugh about these days. He's new in town and stuck living 
with his aunt, uncle, and their evil son Stevie, a bully who doesn't let Jamie's wheelchair stop him 
from messing with Jamie as much as possible. But Jamie doesn't let his situation get him down. 
When his Uncle Frankie mentions a contest called The Planet's Funniest Kid Comic, Jamie knows 
he has to enter. But are the judges only rewarding him out of pity because of his wheelchair, like 



Stevie suggests? Will Jamie ever share the secret of his troubled past instead of hiding behind his 
comedy act? 
 

 

 
 Out of the Blue by Victor Cruz 
Victor Cruz, the Super Bowl-winning and record-breaking wide receiver, is best known for his 
explosive plays and salsa touchdown celebrations. While his meteoric rise in the NFL looked like the 
result of a magical year, it was actually a lifetime in the making.  Raised in Paterson, New Jersey’s 
gritty Fourth Ward, Cruz overcame numerous setbacks through hard work, perseverance, and the 
support of his loving family—from his grandmother who gave him his signature dance moves; to his 
late father, a former firefighter, who introduced him to football and taught him how to play; to his 
hard-working, single mother who never let him give up in the face of a challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Rachel-Caine/e/B001ILHJEA/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1491318619&sr=1-1

